




































Abbreviations
and Sym

bols

1

The following are abbreviations and symbols commonly used on borehole logs, figures and reports.
Sample Types
AS Auger Sample
CS Chunk Sample
BS Bulk Sample
GS Grab Sample
WS Wash Sample
SS Split Spoon
RC Rock Core
SC Soil Core
TW Thinwall, Open
TP Thinwall, Piston

Soil Tests
PP Pocket Penetrometer
FV Field Vane
SPT Standard Penetration Test
CPT Cone Penetration Test
WC Water Content
WL Water Level

Penetration Resistance

Standard Penetration Test,
N (ASTM D1586)

The number of blows by a 63.5 kg (140 lb) hammer dropped
760 mm (30 in.) required to drive a 50 mm (2 in.) open spilt
spoon sampler for a distance of 300 mm (12 in.).

Dynamic Cone Penetration
Resistance

The number of blows by a 63.5 kg (140 lb) hammer dropped
760 mm (30 in.) required to drive an uncased 50 mm (2 in.)

of 300 mm (12 in.).
Soil Description

Cohesive Soils Undrained Shear Strength (Cu)

Consistency kPa psf

Very Soft 0 to 12 0 to 250
Soft 12 to 25 250 to 500
Firm 25 to 50 500 to 1,000
Stiff 50 to 100 1,000 to 2,000
Very Stiff 100 to 200 2,000 to 4,000
Hard Above 200 Above 4,000

Cohesionless Soils

Relative Density SPT N Value

Very Loose 0 to 4
Loose 4 to 10
Compact 10 to 30
Dense 30 to 50
Very Dense Above 50

WH Sampler advanced by static
weight of hammer

WR Sampler advanced by static
weight of drilling rods

PH Sampler advanced by
hydraulic force

PM Sampler advanced by
manual force

DTPL Drier than Plastic Limit
APL About Plastic Limit
WTPL Wetter than Plastic Limit

mbgs Metres below Ground
Surface
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